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[1] “Annual Reports”. National Child Protection Authority, 2024

[2] The “1929” complaints statistics can be found on the National Child Protection Authority website. The statistics are
disaggregated to No. of complaints per district and types of abuse. Statistical data is available from 2010 to 31.06.2024
[3[ Right to Information Win for Child Protection in Sri Lanka - iProbono.
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[4] National Child Protection Authority Act, No. 50 0f1998.
[5] Penal Code of Sri Lanka

[6] The Employment, Young Persons and Children Act No. 47 0f1956.

[7] Children and Young Persons Ordinance No. 48 of 1939.

[8] Ministry of Labour, Trade Union Relations and Sabaragamuwa Development. “The National Policy on Elimination of
Child Labour in Sri Lanka.” Ministry of Labour, Trade Union Relations and Sabaragamuwa Development. Date Accessed:

09.10.2024
[9] see footnote [4]

[10] Section 308A of the Penal Code defines child cruelty as follows: "Whoever, having the custody, charge or care of any
person under eighteen years of age, wilfully assaults, ill-treats, neglects, or abandons such person or causes or procures
such person to be assaulted, ill-treated, neglected, or abandoned in a manner likely to cause him suffering or injury to
health (including injury to, or loss of sight of hearing, or limb or organ of the body or any mental derangement), commits

the offence of cruelty to children.

[11] Section 345 of the Penal Code defines sexual harassment as follows: "Whoever, by assault or use of criminal force,
sexually harasses another person, or by the use of words or actions, causes sexual annoyance or harassment.
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[12] Stakeholder Consultation with Officials of the National Child Protection Authority on 30.10.2024
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[25] National Guidelines for Child Day Care Centres in Sri Lanka 2019
[26] Trainers Guide: General Child Care Course for Careers in Child Caregiving, 2019
[27] National Guidelines for Minimum Standards at Child Development Centres in Sri Lanka 2019
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[28] Progress and Performance Report 2021 (page 79)
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[29] See Footnote 21
[30] See Footnote 21

[31] The NCPA offers various psychosocial services such as counselling, awareness programmes to children, parents along with
trainings to schoolteachers, NCPA officials on providing said psychosocial services. Psychosocial services are also offered via the
“1929” Child Helpline. The NCPA also prepares guidelines, curriculums on psychosocial services for the prevention of child abuse.

[32] See Footnote 12

[33] Trainings are conducted for nursing officers, doctors engaged in postgraduate medical degrees, family health services

officers, public health inspectors, trainee dental officers.

[34] Trainings are conducted for teacher trainees of the National College of Education.
[35] Trainings are conducted for police officers and officers at the Police Training Academy.

[36] Programs include awareness workshops to children and families at village level, tea estate communities, coastal communities

and fishing communities
[37] See Footnote 12
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[38] No. of health professionals who received trainings in 2015 is 620
[39] No. of health professionals who received trainings in 2018 is 2118
[40] No. of health professionals who received trainings in 2019 is 1770
[41] No. of health professionals who received trainings in 2020 is 117
[42] No. of health professionals who received trainings in 2021 is 48

[43] See Footnote 12
[44] Annual Reports of the Auditor General 2020, 2021, 2022
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[56] See Footnote 12
[57] See Footnote 28 (page 37, 38)

[58] The “1929” ChildLine responds not only to the emergency needs of children, but also links them to appropriate services

ensuring their long-term care and rehabilitation.
[59] See Footnote 2
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[60] See Footnote 15
[61] See Footnote 12

[62] The Video Evidence Units were established in an effort to reduce the traumatisation and revictimization of children in
the Court process. This unit allows for the child’s evidence to be recorded at the unit instead of Court.

[63] See Footnote 12

[64] “Lama Piyasa” was designed as part of the Creating Safe Communities for children project of the Sri Lanka College of
Paediatricians and Plan Sri Lanka and opened in 2015. This safe house accommodates child victims up to the age of 17 years.
[65] National Guideline for the Management of Child Abuse and Neglect: A Multi-Sectoral Approach. 2014. (Page 26)

[66] See Footnote 21
[67] See Footnote 12
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[68] Annual Report of the National Child Protection Authority 2021
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[71] Ibid.

[72] See Footnote 21

[73] Annual Report of the National Child Protection Authority 2018

[74] See Footnote 12
[75] See Footnote 15
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[90] Sathiadas, M.G., Viswalingam, A. & Vijayaratnam, K. Child abuse and neglect in the Jaffna district of Sri Lanka - a study
on knowledge attitude practices and behavior of health care professionals.

[91] Colombo district consistently records the highest number of complaints, averaging around 1,418.6 cases per year,
followed closely by Gampaha and Kurunegala districts. In contrast, Mannar district reports the lowest number of cases.

[92] See Footnote 2

[93] The study revealed that although school counsellors are present in the system, the training and awareness of their
mandate is questionable. Adequately trained school counsellors should be available at all schools.
[94] On the NCPA website, only the 2019 volume of the Child Protection Journal is available.
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[95] See Footnote 58

[96] The Special Police Unit of the National Child Protection Authority was established to fulfil the specific mandates of Section 14(g) and
(k) of the NCPA Act, which involve monitoring child abuse laws and addressing public complaints. The Unit is responsible for forwarding
child abuse complaints received through the 1929 helpline to relevant police stations. Within 48 hours, the Unit follows up with these
stations to inquire about the actions taken and provides further guidance, as necessary.

[97] See Footnote 75
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[104] The virtual discussion was held on 26th August 2020 and included 5 consultations.

[105] Key stakeholders include the Ministries of Women and Child Development, Education, Justice, Health, Mass Media,
Defence, Tourism, Social Protection, Youth and Sports, Foreign Affairs, and Foreign Employment, as well as the
Departments of Police, Labor, Probation and Child Care Services, the Children's Secretariat, and the State Ministries of Pre-
Schools, School Infrastructure, Skills Development, and Vocational Education.

[106] See Footnote 12
[107] See Footnote 75
[108] See Footnote 12
[109] See Footnote 50
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[110] Annual Report of the National Child Protection Authority 2015
[11] This programme targeted six hundred orphaned children living with foster parents and relations in the Northern
Province. Previously the Surathma programme launched by the NCPA targeted 200 orphans providing welfare assistance.
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[112] Despite the end of the war, a significant portion of the Tamil population remains displaced. While political and civil
rights issues have decreased, incidents of torture and enforced disappearances continue to occur.

[113] The study revealed the devastating impact of war on children. Children accounted for 20% of landmine victims, 38% of

amputees, 36% of stunted children in war-affected regions, and 50% of displaced children living in camps.

[114] Tbid
[115] See Footnote 12.



agug‘,\uurn_sml_ HlepLIN&E (Plgujbd
LOMM|LD ﬁgususo'rg,g 60T OlFWeLFHIMeEmeEDT
ST (HleUS DG LIBIGS T8 (EThE S
SFHSMTLD 611 &8 (LPlgULLD.

aNGrL CaHemeuss6ir 2 emLw

(Lorrmgjg,g_f,\g)mrrerﬂ)
FM|6U T & (6THE & ITEBT Y, 5T6

gsmrpurr@aserr 316V6V5| NGEL
g;smsuaaem D 6T6IT FlM|6UT&H6T SH6MMhISLD,

%urr(@ LOMHMILD FEPE

LI630T 630T RIS 61T 4,851 W61 M6l (HH &)

a@surr@w G&MLNLESHE 5
FOUT6VEHED6T 67517 O\ BIT6ITER 65T MEBTTT.
GODUT(H&ET @VEVITS SRS
G5B EHL 6T [16] LI (HLLGCUITS)
SIEUTEEIT 6L6DT(LPEMM, LMESHETIILILY,

%@UGUJITESLD LOMMLD Sr[F65TL6V
34, WeUMHEN D HEBILIETIE G SILITWILD

S0, UenTWMISSLILILL QY16 &6IT

@@gyg,(Burrggmo 60588 F6.1g W
QLUIEGET 2 L6V, 2 68T T&EF LoMHM)LD
umedluwisy mm@emg)u_‘ﬂeo'r 2 WIHS
USDS 6T(HSHISHTL (h&l6sTmenT.
GOILILITE jen6 @6TemLoLl Li(HeUSenS
SienL Wb GUITE). 5-19 eUWLIGI6nL I
GBS S6T6V 1.67% (&6 MDUIT(h) & (65 L 60T
[17] EUTLDEUBTE 2012 LD 2y,680T(h)
S wiadlev Qs fweubgI6Ters|.

@hs LTSl sener HleufsHs Clewiw,
NCPA &y,6075)| 5M@1|5@qmuuLn5

@smg)urr(@aserr 18] 2_6rerr
BLLHENSHEHENET DL ITEITLD STET)|LD
PEOMENI 2 (THEUTE S W66
GEODUM(H&6T 2_6T6T FlMI6UTEED6T,
g MILILITE [H6D6VENLOGHET 2 L 60TIgUITE S

g,lﬂu_wru)s\) @B(L?aa@m FmieuysenerT
FPULNs mGES &8 s T6eU6r&6HS
Fmieu UTGISTLL HESTH&6T LHMILD
FEPHRIG(ETHE (& ABSMTTLD Si6TfLILIENS

&S &(HeVl CHTSHSHLTSHE

ST60T (HETEITS)]. {6MLIITEITLD LDMHM)|LD

Uflgemev GCLobL(blSSIuSH60 epeuld, QHS

(PemMm W&6 LD LWsn)|6Ter &(hlLIL| mmILD

HMEVUTL () 255 (6Th8(8) LIhIg6T8 & L.

@migluiev Gemmu(hi&er 2 6irem

GLHEOSS6T 65T 2 [flenLog 6T Lo

[BEVEUITLDE6LL] @m%_l LUT&|&TE

LrMHMISS MesTer (85, Lr;smg,assrﬂe‘o-r

2 flenL&E06T [H606V[bl MG S|61SDETe0T

6)_IIC.QBSI'I'I_L9.6'6)U_I 6ULOMEI(S6UBH60T CLPEVLD NCPA
UWUWLL§;§8585 HL6UIGEEMSH DL

(BHSTEVID Fal
m@%sm_

&608 661
EBIL(LPED) uu@ 6ug| CeTLIUTS

Hé);ﬁ\u Lg!)Dg,asas g%lm%rrq%sml_Qmsrﬂ

2 6T6Tg)|. 6m&GWIL1963T Cl&T6ITEn &8 6m6T

2 M|HWIT6sT 61916M6IT6Y SH6ITTE

ClmPelLwF&Hes NCPA Gmel s messrL

GMIUYILL 2 &) &6 mmID GlFwevgEsnerT

cog,lc.pwrras SLTTW6US| SeudFlwib. GLoey|Ld,
mHISS et e GLOMbhens s 6T
TOISITEIT(ETHLD &F6UITEVEEM6IT

ai\q@asrrsmm@su euLl &L Lg uglesT

BT&&S5MS LHILILT (Hleug) Wl&H6

PSS WILDTESTG). (LPL96&ED6T DML

SMHM|SCISTETOTL. LITLMISHED6IT mﬁﬁ@

Cl&FWI6US 60T e6VLD, NCPA g 65T

&@@@mmmu GClFwenwLLILI(H &S,

PETGETD MBS DEHTET LGS Semerr
SIEOILWITEITLD SHT6oT (LD, eNGaL

CoHemeu|enL L S6V6VE]

LTMHMISHS METTITET (§LOHED) &85 (6THE> & IT6BT
efifleurest Qg Temeu 2 MISILILHISS,
ULAIBITLIguSl68T Gl&F6LEUITE (S, LoMMILD NCPA
24,60 GGl TeTeTILLL LD PWmE seir
ummlw eNifleumest &a6eU60&Hem6ITL LIS THE]
Gl&meTeLg)| SHeudFIWID. @HS
GleuefliLIEn L &5 6T6mLD
ClurMILIL&&ameney GLIHSS5I0S
LOL(HILD6VEVITLD6Y,

LIBIGSTTT&6TT6mL GUILITEDT [BL6LLY.86m8
LOMMILD cR&GIMLPLIENL GLOEYILD

261 g (561185 (& LD.

[116] Children with Disabilities | UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against Children
[117] Lack of data on disability, pervasive stigma, widespread lack of awareness, and poverty create countless barriers to

equality and accessibility for children with disabilities.

[18] This guide bridges the knowledge gap for both professionals working with children with disabilities and the general

public.
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[116] Children with Disabilities | UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against Children
[117] Lack of data on disability, pervasive stigma, widespread lack of awareness, and poverty create countless barriers to

equality and accessibility for children with disabilities.
[18] This guide bridges the knowledge gap for both professionals working with children with disabilities and the general

public.
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[119] UNICEF has reported a significant global increase in domestic violence against women and girls, which has been
attributed to government-imposed lockdowns in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

[120] In the three weeks between March 16 and April 77 2020.

[121] The COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdowns led to a surge in cybercrimes against children. With schools and
other activities shifting online, children spent significantly more time on digital devices, making them more vulnerable to
online predators. Increased internet usage coupled with reduced adult supervision created opportunities for offenders to

groom and exploit children.

[122] “UNICEF and NCPA “Gravely Concerned” by Rise in Child Cruelty Cases since Start of COVID-19 Curfew | Daily FT.”
Www.ft.Ik, 9 Apr. 2020, www.ft.lk/breaking_news/UNICEF-and-NCPA-gravely-concerned-by-rise-in-child-cruelty-cases-
since-start-of-COVID-19-curfew/10526-698705. Accessed 10 Oct. 2024.

[123] Ibid
[124] See Footnote 49

[125] The NCPA, with UNICEF's support, rapidly established a sustainable virtual psychosocial support system to meet the
urgent needs of children during the COVID-19 pandemic. This included the training of 268 NCPA Officers, which included
25 district Psychosocial Officers and 243 Divisional Child Protection Officers, in remote psychological first aid, psychosocial
support, and referrals, the integration of a virtual system with village-level social workers to ensure effective outreach and
follow-up, and the development of the "Look, Listen, Link" strategy to guide efficient responses to children's urgent needs



gg@ B6060UIL 19 65T PLP6LLD, SHLOITIY 5,110 CIUTHETM ST ClIb(THE:819.5(8

@JGUUBS@BB@S [126] Glowiblesy NCPA&I65T LOMM| & JLD

aerr LIV QB TEM6U EULOMIGLD 2,500
%assmeﬂ NCPA Gleumnl&yLoms 2022 QYLD QY,68TIg 60T GLIMT(HeTT

[BNTGU (?5] QLDUJ[B]EU SiemLLIL CIB(HS Sl FlmieuFaserflest LT |_|6m|_|

QrHMIGHTLISET 6T GUTE) SIS LSS 6TETSI. SleUT&6T
@QJ@UE@ED@ 2 ulFHTgEmIL euTeVTMHM| FHIWITS €& I8sLILILL LODMILD
suprISlwg|. umybuflw GnijLpssLomest SIOUTSEITI6I 2 6TETMTTHS (&EDMLIT(h &6l
CFemeLs6T &1 (EemevbHeCLITS) STIT68OTLOME GriT680TL LILIL L 60TTT. &Fmieury
(PSEWLDTEST 2_6TOINLIEY Y5 Tem6L suplemenW SipuL HlaugsE Clewul,
6ULPMEIGEH M. CLOEYID, QLS TEne R EUEIGUTETT &PS LITGISTLIL| HemioLiL
6ULOMIG G56mELWITENT &M 605T8s (6THL 60T DTS glepg,smgas@as@w
2_6ITEETHIJ EUEMEVIENLOLIL|&ED6TT SISH WML C&emeus 6 s &6t
@) 6TBTRIS 6MEULILIGEDT FLPEVLD FLOLDITETT SIST)| 5606V 2 M) F)
eSS LlerareL el gfﬁf;fg:ggg g:TaTLl_Lasé]uﬁ]@asas
susV LSS WG] [127]. iy

COVID-19 \&THmIGHTIIEE NCPA : . ,
L&I(Penm&asITent LIl6y, £Dieues sb'r Qb (& S19l60 @@D@J;%@QLD L5155
BEVEUTLDEDEULT LITEHIHTUILIEI6) S8 6tT (WLSSIOTET SHEUDEVEETTIV ReOT)

rLiuessilLisnL N GLHNSSH Qgrr@a)rrerru, &L 56‘) LOMMILD
616V |6LITEDT megg?lj' fﬁ%fg&@as BTEOTL6V S WD BleT NS5 & S5
SLBTE SIEDOLIENL BIMIe|euSB6T epeud,  BHSS AGLD. &o.(h 6V,
G (mHESHIguNesT CUITE HMeuFTaeT @556‘”556””6“ LOMMILD T8 (ETHE
QBTLIHS HSEH WTeuglw TS HERSSULGID Genesorul
seuesiiuemLIL Clumieuens 2 Mg GOmrisefler HHeKUL el e
Gl FWieugsvL NCPA (l,oaaaﬂu_l LITRI(&, WSSV SRHDSSEMETL UTSI8TES
LB G H5!. (36)_I6'6'6I'L9.U_I 316uETE CHemEUEH
BIBSTLHSIDGI. GLHev&&eres
FFENVLIT (6HMUS ] LIWIMIS JeuT guq SI6UTHEDET [B)6680T WIS S 6T
me 8 (8 NCPA @6t LIS6v MBI & 8561 LOMMILD LIS S TEor
BTEGENEG 8 ;F;Lg,mg)as@gj@ SLETT &GS M) [129].
B8 6S6V&HM6TS QS TLIHSI,

urdleasLlil L df\g]mljas@as@ [128] ,
S4,CEVTFEMETT LOMMILD 2 6TeaTiLiey o v
BT ULBIGLILILL G| Q)b p
@mm%as@%@@&bgﬁurr 8D, Qb5

Gl (S ullesT CLITg| FIMieurs GIYI'
2 iflengemerr @6‘6)6\)@@'&35 NCPA
Th5S BLOIYSMESEET &DIHS
EUEDTWMISHEHLILILL 586608 66T
> 6IT6IT6OT.

e Tahat
% 3« ”‘
05 X ( k ‘q'\ “" ,

[126] UNICEF 2020: UNICEF and NCPA gravely concerned by increase in proportion of child cruelty cases report to NCPA
Hotline since the start of the COVID-19 curfew.

[127] Ibid

[128] See Footnote 12

[129] See Footnote 115
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[130] See Footnote 67
[131] See Footnote 12

[132] The NCPA, failing to fulfil its mandate to investigate child abuse cases, has cited a lack of authority as an excuse.
While the NCPA can receive complaints regarding child abuse, including rape, sexual abuse, physical abuse, and violations
of the Children and Young Persons Ordinance, NCPA officers have stated that it lacks the power to initiate investigations

into these matters.
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[134] During the stakeholder consultation, it was revealed that the NCPA's capacity to fulfil its mandate is severely hindered
by a significant staffing shortage, with only about 50% of its positions filled.
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