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[1] “Annual Reports”. National Child Protection Authority, 2024

[2] The “1929” complaints statistics can be found on the National Child Protection Authority website. The statistics are
disaggregated to No. of complaints per district and types of abuse. Statistical data is available from 2010 to 31.06.2024

[3[ Right to Information Win for Child Protection in Sri Lanka - iProbono.

[4] National Child Protection Authority Act, No. 50 of 1998.

[5] Penal Code of Sri Lanka

[6] The Employment, Young Persons and Children Act No. 47 of 1956.

[7] Children and Young Persons Ordinance No. 48 of 1939.

8] Ministry of Labour, Trade Union Relations and Sabaragamuwa Development. “The National Policy on Elimination of Child
Labour in Sri Lanka.” Ministry of Labour, Trade Union Relations and Sabaragamuwa Development. Date Accessed: 09.10.2024
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[9] see footnote [4]

[10] Section 308A of the Penal Code defines child cruelty as follows: "Whoever, having the custody, charge or care of any
person under eighteen years of age, wilfully assaults, ill-treats, neglects, or abandons such person or causes or procures
such person to be assaulted, ill-treated, neglected, or abandoned in a manner likely to cause him suffering or injury to
health (including injury to, or loss of sight of hearing, or limb or organ of the body or any mental derangement), commits

the offence of cruelty to children.

[11] Section 345 of the Penal Code defines sexual harassment as follows: "Whoever, by assault or use of criminal force,
sexually harasses another person, or by the use of words or actions, causes sexual annoyance or harassment.
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[28] Progress and Performance Report 2021 (page 79)
[29] See Footnote 21
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[30] See Footnote 21

[31] The NCPA offers various psychosocial services such as counselling, awareness programmes to children, parents along
with trainings to schoolteachers, NCPA officials on providing said psychosocial services. Psychosocial services are also
offered via the “1929” Child Helpline. The NCPA also prepares guidelines, curriculums on psychosocial services for the

prevention of child abuse.
[32] See Footnote 12

[33] Trainings are conducted for nursing officers, doctors engaged in postgraduate medical degrees, family health services

officers, public health inspectors, trainee dental officers.

[34] Trainings are conducted for teacher trainees of the National College of Education.
[35] Trainings are conducted for police officers and officers at the Police Training Academy.
[36] Programmes include awareness workshops to children and families at village level, tea estate communities, coastal

communities and fishing communities
[37] See Footnote 12

[38] No. of health professionals who received trainings in 2015 is 620
[39] No. of health professionals who received trainings in 2018 is 2118
[40] No. of health professionals who received trainings in 2019 is 1770
[41] No. of health professionals who received trainings in 2020 is 117
[42] No. of health professionals who received trainings in 2021 is 48
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[43] See Footnote 12

[44] Annual Reports of the Auditor General 2020, 2021, 2022

[45] Annual Report of the Auditor General 2021
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[47] An Assessment of Child Rights Risks in Sri Lanka’s Accommodation and Tourism Sector - Save the Children (page 38)

[48] See Footnote 12

[49] Annual report of the National Child Protection Authority, 2020
[50] Enhancing collaboration among law enforcement, juvenile justice, child protection services, care institutions, and civil

society organisations is vital to combat child trafficking.
[51] See Footnote 15

[52] The UNICEF report found that there is little to no data sharing on the following indicators children in conflict with the
law, diversion and sentencing measures; and found that there is a lack of routine monitoring of children in detention
centres, crimes against children, children in administrative detention and child protection.
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[54] Hamilton, Prof. Dame Carolyn, and Dr. Amelia Smith. An Assessment of Routine Data Collection Gaps in the Justice
for Children Sector in Sri Lanka and Recommendations on Improving Systems and Addressing Data Gaps. UNICEF Sri

Lanka, Oct. 2023.
[55] Ibid




SOCeOC_goBs Bwi®@me [8®

2021 Obsede almoen @@iBIRE €5
€® aode ¢dmi8n s’ BB
Beseedden Dibmn sus BERTD 30DH)
D0 8 (56). @®® BT ewndE a8 en
god €@r-Beend admdien sBwxs
B8 B8O, cawn 30238 e3€®g 803,
‘€@’ B3y BoOme BB® ¢Ho
BDedBn BB Limssmnc BBe B@®
23RBS BBO, @830 acog ewmBEed
debnm wewr @beniseda vz’ &,
@8 €@ guenids ww €81 DTS
20T Vees’ DBROEICDTS3 83€H0
cQO® g ende® @bevnisedn DELOm»G (57)
NS Boens3@m HEES0O 88k® e0wndef.
e®® ymED® @GBS, gucil) DOLEHOEO
©® D8 DOGRHOEO ©PATL ¢@Bs3ed
@D gdB® BeHI DB Bedd
Bo3©n B8e@8Er €@ eaden
2dm8ed wd® geern WO ¢FOa.

2010 Obsede, €@ eiden @ldmBn B85 o 24
8300 Bo3em 1929”7 el B €®o- 8
¢ODOD BHE»® ad®» R (58). @®® @D
OB €@ grewidm 8D Dilbm 88 8 S0
@ BB OO ¢¢d aEey 8300 yIPen wy
e E®IDB VB HEWEE BTHI SN
8383030 1D,

€® gu0em @ldmBed €@ cemId (OOB
0 ® Heso €@ enitm BEds Db S®
2390480 gwg e®ied am. 2010 dbzed dw ad®
20e30ed 05, Dobmng O€RE wedd SO
Qe @vtd . 2010 Obzed? c@idSen
200810 18E_3.892 B i@ BaB. dedd Hdc,
2010 B0zw0 sewsssd, 2011 O8zede 1AM

O BHBE_u@r1emw #1e3n DRewrs’ 562 B85 9188
a1, 2011 OBswd eewdzsd 2015 & Qe

SO RE_y@renn §esim Daews’ 114 B3 9188
a1D. 2015 803800 sewssd, 2022 dbsed?

1B HE_e30200 353y Dnews’ 21 B s@en
80 Daews’ ai)y_and, 8 10,497 Db 8 &
(59).

"1929" GOPE GoDCS DM RN 5O £50DcHD
No. of Complaints Received via "1929" ChildLine

12500

10000

7500

5000

2500

2010 2012 2014

2016

2018 2020 2022

[56] See Footnote 12
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[58] The “1929” ChildLine responds not only to the emergency needs of children, but also links them to appropriate services

ensuring their long-term care and rehabilitation.
[59] See Footnote 2
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[60] See Footnote 15
[61] See Footnote 12

[62] The Video Evidence Units were established in an effort to reduce the traumatisation and revictimization of children in

the Court process. This unit allows for the child’s evidence to be recorded at the unit instead of Court.

[63] See Footnote 12

[64] “Lama Piyasa” was designed as part of the Creating Safe Communities for children project of the Sri Lanka College of
Paediatricians and Plan Sri Lanka and opened in 2015. This safe house accommodates child victims up to the age of 17 years.

[65] National Guideline for the Management of Child Abuse and Neglect: A Multi-Sectoral Approach. 2014. (Page 26)

[66] See Footnote 21
[67] See Footnote 12

[68] Annual Report of the National Child Protection Authority 2021

[69] See Footnote 21
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[70] See Footnote 31
[71] Ibid.
[72] See Footnote 21

[73] Annual Report of the National Child Protection Authority 2018

[74] See Footnote 12
[75] See Footnote 15
[76] See Footnote 21

[77] The NCPA launched a portal in collaboration with the Internet Watch Foundation to report on cases of child online
sexual abuse. Complaints can be made anonymously and is available in Sinhala, English and Tamil:

https://report.iwf.org.uk/lk _en
[78] Ibid.
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[87] See Footnote 10

[88] Statistics for Child and Women Centred Development (Page 32)

[89] See footnote 2

[90] Sathiadas, M.G., Viswalingam, A. & Vijayaratnam, K. Child abuse and neglect in the Jaffna district of Sri Lanka - a study
on knowledge attitude practices and behavior of health care professionals.

[91] Colombo district consistently records the highest number of complaints, averaging around 1,418.6 cases per year,
followed closely by Gampaha and Kurunegala districts. In contrast, Mannar district reports the lowest number of cases.

[92] See Footnote 2
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[93] The study revealed that although school counsellors are present in the system, the training and awareness of their
mandate is questionable. Adequately trained school counsellors should be available at all schools.
[94] On the NCPA website, only the 2019 volume of the Child Protection Journal is available.
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[95] See Footnote 58

[96] The Special Police Unit of the National Child Protection Authority was established to fulfil the specific mandates of
Section 14(g) and (k) of the NCPA Act, which involve monitoring child abuse laws and addressing public complaints. The
Unit is responsible for forwarding child abuse complaints received through the 1929 helpline to relevant police stations.
Within 48 hours, the Unit follows up with these stations to inquire about the actions taken and provides further guidance,

as necessary.
[97] See Footnote 75

[98] Wickramasinghe, K “Legal crisis hindering justice for Sri Lanka’s vulnerable children?” Published 21.02.2024
[99] 100,592 complaints reported to the NCPA from 201 to 2021

[100] See Footnote 96
[101] See Footnote 96
[102] See Footnote 45
[103] See Footnote 12
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[105] Key stakeholders include the Ministries of Women and Child Development, Education, Justice, Health, Mass Media,
Defence, Tourism, Social Protection, Youth and Sports, Foreign Affairs, and Foreign Employment, as well as the

Departments of Police, Labor, Probation and Child Care Services, the Children's Secretariat, and the State Ministries of Pre-

Schools, School Infrastructure, Skills Development, and Vocational Education.

[106] See Footnote 12
[107] See Footnote 75
[108] See Footnote 12
[109] See Footnote 50
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[110] Annual Report of the National Child Protection Authority 2015

[11] This programme targeted six hundred orphaned children living with foster parents and relations in the Northern
Province. Previously the Surathma programme launched by the NCPA targeted 200 orphans providing welfare assistance.
[112]Despite the end of the war, a significant portion of the Tamil population remains displaced. While political and civil
rights issues have decreased, incidents of torture and enforced disappearances continue to occur.

[113] The study revealed the devastating impact of war on children. Children accounted for 20% of landmine victims, 38% of
amputees, 36% of stunted children in war-affected regions, and 50% of displaced children living in camps.

[114] Tbid
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[115] See Footnote 12.

[116] Children with Disabilities | UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against Children
[117] Lack of data on disability, pervasive stigma, widespread lack of awareness, and poverty create countless barriers to

equality and accessibility for children with disabilities.

[118] This guide bridges the knowledge gap for both professionals working with children with disabilities and the general

public.
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[119] UNICEF has reported a significant global increase in domestic violence against women and girls, which has been attributed

to government-imposed lockdowns in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

[120] In the three weeks between March 16 and April 7 2020.

[121] The COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdowns led to a surge in cybercrimes against children. With schools and other
activities shifting online, children spent significantly more time on digital devices, making them more vulnerable to online
predators. Increased internet usage coupled with reduced adult supervision created opportunities for offenders to groom and
exploit children.

[122] “UNICEF and NCPA “Gravely Concerned” by Rise in Child Cruelty Cases since Start of COVID-19 Curfew | Daily FT.”
Www.ft.Ik, 9 Apr. 2020, www.ft.lk/breaking_news/UNICEF-and-NCPA-gravely-concerned-by-rise-in-child-cruelty-cases-since-
start-of-COVID-19-curfew/10526-698705. Accessed 10 Oct. 2024.

23] Ibid

[124] See Footnote 49
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[125] The NCPA, with UNICEF's support, rapidly established a sustainable virtual psychosocial support system to meet the
urgent needs of children during the COVID-19 pandemic. This included the training of 268 NCPA Officers, which included
25 district Psychosocial Officers and 243 Divisional Child Protection Officers, in remote psychological first aid, psychosocial
support, and referrals, the integration of a virtual system with village-level social workers to ensure effective outreach and
follow-up, and the development of the "Look, Listen, Link" strategy to guide efficient responses to children's urgent needs
[126] UNICEF 2020: UNICEF and NCPA gravely concerned by increase in proportion of child cruelty cases report to NCPA
Hotline since the start of the COVID-19 curfew.

[127] Ibid

[128] See Footnote 12

[129] See Footnote 115
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[130] See Footnote 67
[131] See Footnote 12

[132] The NCPA, failing to fulfil its mandate to investigate child abuse cases, has cited a lack of authority as an excuse.
While the NCPA can receive complaints regarding child abuse, including rape, sexual abuse, physical abuse, and violations
of the Children and Young Persons Ordinance, NCPA officers have stated that it lacks the power to initiate investigations

into these matters.
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[133] See Footnote 12

[134] During the stakeholder consultation, it was revealed that the NCPA's capacity to fulfil its mandate is severely hindered
by a significant staffing shortage, with only about 50% of its positions filled.
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